PENNSYLVANIA  SALT  WORKS 
AT  SHELTER  COVE 

Salt,  an  indispensable  commodity, 
was  used  in  colonial  days  for  the  pre- 
servation of  meat  and  fish  and  was  used 
for  making  gunpowder. 

British  Naval  forces  blockading 
colonial  vessels  carry  fish  and  timber 
to  Portugal  and  Spain  and  returning 
with  salt  and  wines  from  the  Azores 
and  Canary  Islands,  forced  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  to  issue  articles  on 
the  "Act  of  Making  Common  Salt"  in 
March  of  1776.  Congress  agreed  to  pay 
1/3  of  a  dollar  per  bushel  for  the  manu- 
facture of  salt  within  the  colonies. 

Small  salt  works  began  to  spring  up 
along  Barnegat  Bay  but  it  was  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  that  built  the  famous 
Pennsylvania  Salt  Works  at  Shelter  Cove. 


The  Pennsylvania  Council  of  Safety 
purchased  50  acres  of  land  at  Shelter 
Cove,  in  1776,  to  erect  a  salt  works. 
The  salt  meadows  opposite  Cranberry 
Inlet  was  a  natural  site  for  the  works 
for  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide  brought 
salt  water  from  the  sea. 

The  Pennsylvania  Council  voted  on 
June  24th,  1776  to  pay  400  pounds  to 
Thomas  Savage  to  build  the  works. 

Savage  began  to  build  the  works 
with  supplies  of  brick  and  iron  plates 
from  Egg  Harbor.  John  Cox,  owner  and 
operator  of  the  Batsto  iron  furnace  and 
Lawrence  Salter  of  the  Attison  iron 
furnace  supplied  the  iron  plates  for  the 
salt  pans  and  Jeremiah  Baker  supplied 
fifty  salt  baskets. 

Long  shallow  ditches  were  dug  in 
the  meadows  with  a  floodgate  or  sluice- 
gate at  the  bay  end.  At  high  tide  the 
ditches  would  be  filled  with  water  and 


the  gates  closed.  The  water,  exposed 
to  the  sun,  would  gradually  evaporate 
and  become  brine.  This  brine  was 
scooped  up  into  big  iron  kettles  and 
boiled  down  to  salt  which  in  turn  was 
packed  into  wicker  baskets,  from  which 
the  brine  would  ooze,  leaving  marketable 
and  edible  salt. 

The  house  used  for  boiling  the  salt 
was  169  feet  long  and  29  feet  wide;  the 
stove  was  50  feet  long  and  20  feet 
wide.  There  were  2  drying  houses,  a 
small  kitchen,  a  lime  house,  stable  and 
a  windmill  for  raising  the  salt  water  by 
pumps.  There  was  also  a  blacksmith 
shop. 

On  November  2,  1776  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Council  of  Safety  voted  to  send 
an  officer  and  25  men  to  Toms  River  to 
guard  the  salt  works  with  25  spare 
muskets,  2  howitzers  and  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  ammunition  to  defend  the 
works  in  case  of  an  attack. 

Pennsylvania  also  sent  a  sloop  the 
"Delaware"  Captained  by  Richard 
Eayre,  to  cruise  along  the  coast  of  Bar- 
negat  Bay  to  guard  the  salt  works  along 
the  coast. 

On  February  5,  1777  a  company  of 
infantry,  with  two  cannons,  were  sent 
to  Toms  River  to  protect  the  warehouses 
in  the  village  where  salt  from  the  vari- 
ous salt  works  were  stored.  In  July  of 
that  year  Captain  Nice  and  his  Pennsyl- 
vania Regiment  crossed  New  Jersey  on 
foot  to  guard  this  important  property. 

There  were  no  less  than  three  at- 
tacks made  by  the  British  upon  the 
salt  works.  The  first  attack  made  by 
Col.  John  Morris  of  the  N.  J.  Royal 
Volunteers  failed.  On  April  1,  1778 
another   British    force  commanded  by 


Captain  Robertson  destroyed  the  salt 
works  at  Toms  River,  Squan  and  Shark 
River.  The  third  attack  being  the  one 
in  which  the  salt  warehouses  were  de- 
stroyed in  1782. 

However  the  Pennsylvania  Salt 
Works  was  sold  on  December  3,  1779  to 
John  Thompson  of  Burlington  for  $15, 
000.00  Continental  money.  The  works 
then  came  under  the  protection  of  New 
Jersey  Troops. 

By  1779  salt  was  purchased  in  Toms 
River  at  $15.00  a  bushel  and  sold  in 
Morristown,  N.  J.  for  $35.00  a  bushel. 
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